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Introduction

This document is intended to help potential partners to decide whether or not their content is suitable for Kaleidos.

Types of Content

There are two main types of content that can be included in Kaleidos:

· Reference

· Curriculum

Reference Content

Reference content refers to content that contains activities that haven’t been designed to meet specific objectives, and so have not been tagged with objectives. This allows providers of encyclopaedia type material to be included in Kaleidos.

Curriculum Content

Curriculum Content refers to content that has been designed to cover specific objectives in the Frameworks and have been tagged as such. Curriculum content can be either linear or non-linear:

· Linear: a series of activities structured in an order that represents the recommended teacher use. There should be clear progression from one activity to the next.

· Non-linear: a collection of activities structured by topic or year group but that have no intended order of delivery. There need not be clear progression from one activity to the next.

Types of activity

If one of the course structures detailed above is appropriate, decisions can be made about whether or not the actual activities are suitable for tagging to Kaleidos. An activity must deliver an element of teaching or learning.  An activity may also have some supporting files (for example teacher notes, or student worksheets) that complement it. It is important that each activity has the right level of granularity, and is tagged correctly (see below for guidelines on these).

There are two types of activity that can be included in Kaleidos:

File based

A file based activity is made up of a file or set of files.

Web based resources

A web based activity points to a web address.

Planning resources: educational issues

There are three main educational issues to consider when planning whether an activity will work within Kaleidos:

· Granularity

· Files within resources

· Tagging

Granularity refers to the size of a resource. The government vision of the use of VLEs in schools is to enable teachers to build high quality lessons from a series of resources, whether generated by teachers themselves or commercial Content Partners. Teachers should be able to reuse Content Partners’ resources and combine them in lessons with other materials.

Ideally, resources within Kaleidos should:

· Cover one concept

· Be a single activity

· Stand alone (if it relies on other materials, these must be contained in the ‘supporting files’ area of the resource).

Resources that cover a whole lesson, or even more, are too big to work in an ideal way in Kaleidos as teachers will have difficulty in reusing them or combining them with other materials. Teachers will have similar difficulties if your resources require them to refer to other resources in order to teach with them. Such resources are too small to work in an ideal way in Kaleidos.

We are keenly aware that not all content from our partners is easily divisible in this way. We provide our content partners with educational and commercial advice, where required, to support them in evaluating the ways in which their content may render within Kaleidos.

Planning resources: tagging

Tagging in Kaleidos serves two main purposes. Firstly, it enables resources to be found easily using the Kaleidos Search functions.

Secondly it provides information that should help a teacher decide quickly whether that resource is suitable for a particular lesson. Teachers can find this information by clicking on the information button for each resource.

Some of this is generated automatically by Kaleidos, but Content Partners should consider the following issues:

· Description

· Keywords

· Framework Objectives

· Key Stage

· Curriculum online (COL) tagging

· Activity Type and Learning Resource Type

· Learning Time

· Name
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