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In England there are… 

5,715 open academies*

19% of primary schools
66% of secondary schools 
and 27% of all state schools

2.7m pupils taught in academies
…are now academies

Region: En

Academies
June 2016

RM plc* Includes sponsored and converter academies, as well as Free Schools, Studio 
Schools and UTCs. Variance with DfE monthly data: 1 free school (extension to existing 

school); 3 studio schools (within existing schools)
Dale Peters



3,721 converter academies 
1,615 sponsored academies
303 Free Schools*
39 UTCs
37 Studios Schools*

Source: Department for Education: Academies, UTCs, Free Schools 2014 Region: En

RM plc

This includes… 

* Excludes one primary expansion free school and three studio schools that were established as part of existing schoolsAcademies
June 2016 Dale Peters



Maintained Schools and Academies
Proportion of schools that are academies or are in the process of becoming academies

RM plcAcademies
June 2016

Primary includes schools classed as primary and middle deemed primary; secondary includes 
schools classed as secondary, middle deemed secondary, 16-plus and all though. Other includes 

special, PRU and alternative provision schools. Does not include academies that have closed. 

Sponsored
6%

Converter
12%

Free School
<1%

LA Maintained
81%

Sponsored
18%

Converter
42%

Free School
4%

UTC
1%

Studio School
1%

LA Maintained
34%

Primary Secondary

Dale Peters



Local Authorities
Percentage of school that are academies by local authority (primary)
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Converter
Sponsored

Free school
Local authority maintained school

Highest Ten Regions Lowest Ten Regions

85% 81% 74% 73% 72% 65% 64% 62% 59% 54% 19% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0%

% of school estate 
that are academies*

* Includes sponsored and converter academies, as well as Free 
Schools, Studio Schools and UTCs. Variance with DfE monthly 

data: 1 free school (extension to existing school); 3 studio 
schools (within existing schools) Dale Peters



Local Authorities
Percentage of school that are academies by local authority (secondary)
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Highest Ten Regions Lowest Ten Regions

Converter
Sponsored
Free school

Studio school
UTC

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 97% 96% 95% 66% 27% 26% 25% 22% 22% 21% 13% 11% 10% 0%

% of school estate 
that are academies*

Local authority maintained school

* Includes sponsored and converter academies, as well as Free 
Schools, Studio Schools and UTCs. Variance with DfE monthly 

data: 1 free school (extension to existing school); 3 studio 
schools (within existing schools) Dale Peters



Converted: 3298

Sponsored: 1424

Academy Trends
Running total of academies by phase of education

RM plc

Secondary: 2,236

Primary: 3,191

Other: 288
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Primary includes schools classed as primary and middle deemed primary; secondary includes 
schools classed as secondary, middle deemed secondary, 16-plus and all though. Other includes 
special, PRU and alternative provision schools. Does not include academies that have closed. 

Academies
June 2016 Dale Peters
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Converter: 3,721

Sponsored: 1,615

Academy Trends
Running total of academies by type of academy

RM plc

Free Schools, UTCs & 
Studio Schools: 379

Academies
June 2016

Does not include academies that have closed. 

Dale Peters
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Academy Trends
Month on month academy additions by type of academy

RM plcAcademies
June 2016

Converter
Free Schools, UTCs & Studio Schools

Sponsored

Dale Peters
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Academy Trends
Month on month academy additions by type of academy (Sept 2010 to June 2016)

RM plcAcademies
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Converter
Free Schools, UTCs & Studio Schools

Sponsored

Dale Peters



In England there are… 
2931 academy trusts
716 academy sponsors*

1,009 registered multi-academy trusts
755 multi-academy trusts with >1 academy
537 sponsors* with >1 academy
276 primary only trusts/sponsors** with >1 academy
98 secondary only trusts/sponsors** with >1 academy
27 trusts/sponsors** with >15 academies

Region: En Source: Department for Education: Academies 2015 

RM plc
Primary includes schools classed as primary and middle deemed primary; secondary 

includes schools classed as secondary, middle deemed secondary, 16-plus and all 
though. Other includes special, PRU and alternative provision schools.

* There are 60 co-sponsored academies, for which sponsor data is currently unavailable. These academies are included under their trust name, rather than sponsor. 
** If the sponsor has more than one trust then the sponsor rather than the MAT is included, for example: AET is counted only once, despite sponsoring 67 academies structured as a single trust and two 
MATs (one with 4 academies and one with 62 academies).   

Academies
June 2016 Dale Peters



Multi-Academy Trusts
Number of academies
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Multi-academy trusts: 1,009
1 academy: 254 (25%)
2 to 5 academies: 601 (60%)
6 to 10 academies: 105 (10%)
11 to 15 academies: 23 (2%)
>15 academies: 26 (3%)

Mean of 3.8 academies per MAT
Median of 2.0 academies per MAT

RM plcAcademies
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Multi-Academy Trusts / Sponsors*
Number of academies
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Multi-academy trusts/sponsors with >1 academy: 782
2 to 5 academies: 619(79%)
6 to 10 academies: 107 (14%)
11 to 15 academies: 29 (4%)
>15 academies: 27 (3%)

Mean of 4.7 academies per MAT/sponsor
Median of 3.0 academies per MAT/sponsor

RM plcAcademies
June 2016 Dale Peters

* There are 60 co-sponsored academies, for which sponsor data is currently unavailable. These academies are included under their
trust name, rather than sponsor. If the sponsor has more than one trust then the sponsor rather than the MAT is included, for 
example: AET is counted only once, despite sponsoring 67 academies structured as a single trust and two MATs (one with 4 
academies and one with 62 academies).   



Multi-Academy Trusts / Sponsors*
Number of MATs / sponsors with >15 academies by phase

Academies
June 2016

*

*

*

* Primary only MATs/sponsors
Primary Secondary Other Total

Academies Enterprise Trust (AET) 32 30 5 67
REAch2 52 - - 52
Oasis Community Learning 27 20 - 47
School Partnership Trust Academies (SPTA) 28 15 3 46
United Learning 15 29 - 44
Kemnal Academy Trust, The (TKAT) 26 15 - 41
Harris Federation 16 20 1 37
Plymouth CAST 33 2 - 35
ARK Schools 16 18 - 34
David Ross Education Trust (DRET) 22 11 1 34
Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust 20 9 1 30
Ormiston Academies Trust 3 25 - 28
Diocese of Norwich 27 1 - 28
E-ACT 11 12 - 23
Enquire Learning Trust, The 22 - 1 23
The Elliot Foundation Academies Trust 22 - - 22
Wakefield City Academies Trust 14 7 - 21
Diocese of Oxford 17 4 - 21
Diocese of Ely 20 - - 20
Academy Transformation Trust (ATT) 10 10 - 20
Northern Education Trust 10 10 - 20
Kent Catholic Schools Partnership (KCSP) 16 4 - 20
Outwood Grange Academies Trust 5 14 - 19
CfBT Education Trust 11 8 - 19
Diocese of London 13 6 - 19
GLF Schools 16 1 - 17
Diocese of Peterborough 16 - - 16

RM plc
Dale Peters

*

* There are 60 co-sponsored academies, for which sponsor data is currently unavailable. These academies are included under their
trust name, rather than sponsor. If the sponsor has more than one trust then the sponsor rather than the MAT is included, for 
example: AET is counted only once, despite sponsoring 67 academies structured as a single trust and two MATs (one with 4 
academies and one with 62 academies).   



Multi-Academy Trusts / Sponsors*
Number of MATs / sponsors with >15 academies by phase

RM plcAcademies
June 2016

Converter Sponsored
Free 

School
Studio 
School UTC Total

Academies Enterprise Trust (AET) 13 53 - 1 - 67
REAch2 5 46 1 - - 52
Oasis Community Learning 5 40 2 - - 47
School Partnership Trust Academies (SPTA) 20 23 3 - - 46
United Learning 4 37 3 - - 44
Kemnal Academy Trust, The (TKAT) 18 23 - - - 41
Harris Federation 4 24 9 - - 37
Plymouth CAST 31 4 - - - 35
ARK Schools 4 25 5 - - 34
David Ross Education Trust (DRET) 11 22 1 - - 34
Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust 2 26 2 - - 30
Ormiston Academies Trust 3 25 - - - 28
Diocese of Norwich 14 14 - - - 28
E-ACT 1 22 - - - 23
Enquire Learning Trust, The 19 4 - - - 23
The Elliot Foundation Academies Trust 8 14 - - - 22
Wakefield City Academies Trust 8 13 - - - 21
Diocese of Oxford 14 7 - - - 21
Diocese of Ely 11 9 - - - 20
Academy Transformation Trust (ATT) 6 14 - - - 20
Northern Education Trust 2 18 - - - 20
Kent Catholic Schools Partnership (KCSP) 19 1 - - - 20
Outwood Grange Academies Trust 5 14 - - - 19
CfBT Education Trust 7 8 4 - - 19
Diocese of London 8 8 3 - - 19
GLF Schools 7 10 - - - 17
Diocese of Peterborough 13 3 - - - 16

Dale Peters

* There are 60 co-sponsored academies, for which sponsor data is currently unavailable. These academies are included under their
trust name, rather than sponsor. If the sponsor has more than one trust then the sponsor rather than the MAT is included, for 
example: AET is counted only once, despite sponsoring 67 academies structured as a single trust and two MATs (one with 4 
academies and one with 62 academies).   



RM plcAcademies
June 2016

In addition to these MATs… 
Archdiocese of Birmingham has 93 academies 
within 18 trusts, which they refer to as Multi-
Academy Companies (MACs)

Askel Veur has 21 academies (split between five 
trusts) under the Diocese of Truro Academies 
Umbrella Trust

Dale Peters



Multi-Academy Trusts / Sponsors*
Number of pupils in MATs / sponsors (>7,000 pupils)

Academies
June 2016

1, 2

1. Most pupils overall; 2. Most secondary school pupils; 3. Most primary school pupils

Primary Secondary Other Total
Academies Enterprise Trust (AET) 10,411 25,723 513 36,647 
United Learning 4,660 25,435 - 30,095 
Oasis Community Learning 8,481 13,935 - 22,416 
Ormiston Academies Trust 1,083 21,167 - 22,250 
Kemnal Academy Trust, The (TKAT) 9,547 12,384 - 21,931 
Harris Federation 4,715 16,588 48 21,351 
School Partnership Trust Academies (SPTA) 8,061 11,128 46 19,235 
ARK Schools 5,629 13,438 - 19,067 
E-ACT 3,526 10,192 - 13,718 
REAch2 13,233 - - 13,233 
Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust 4,849 8,315 65 13,229 
Outwood Grange Academies Trust 1,596 10,960 - 12,556 
David Ross Education Trust (DRET) 5,341 5,384 58 10,783 
Northern Education Trust 3,709 6,097 - 9,806 
CfBT Education Trust 2,790 6,615 - 9,405 
Academy Transformation Trust (ATT) 2,081 7,078 - 9,159 
Diocese of London 2,546 6,057 - 8,603 
Wakefield City Academies Trust 1,971 6,514 - 8,485 
Leigh Academies Trust 1,412 6,478 269 8,159 
Diocese of Westminster Academy Trust, The 1,165 6,815 - 7,980 
Plymouth CAST 6,396 1,443 - 7,839 
Creative Education Academies Trust (CEAT) 1,303 6,096 - 7,399 
Kent Catholic Schools Partnership (KCSP) 3,032 3,976 - 7,008 

RM plc
Dale Peters

3

* There are 60 co-sponsored academies, for which sponsor data is currently unavailable. These academies are included under their
trust name, rather than sponsor. If the sponsor has more than one trust then the sponsor rather than the MAT is included, for 
example: AET is counted only once, despite sponsoring 67 academies structured as a single trust and two MATs (one with 4 
academies and one with 62 academies).   



For further information, please contact:

Dale Peters
Head of Corporate Development

dpeters@rm.com
@dalepeters
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